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ORDINANCE NO. 15070�2025 

AN ORDINANCE INSTITUTIONALIZING THE BARANGAY MENTAL WELL BEING CORNER 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Â«krea-.r, mental wellbeing issues have become a significant global concern, affecting 
individuals of all ages, backgrounds, and socioeconomic statuses; 

�etU, access to professional mental wellbeing services remains limited, particularly in 
underserved areas, leading to a lack of early intervention and appropriate support for individuals in 
distress; 

�etU, community involvement and support play a pivotal role in fostering resilience 
and promoting mental well-being among individuals and families; 

�etU, recognizing the need for accessible mental wellbeing services at the grassroots 
level, it is essential to establish a Mental Wellbeing Corner in each barangay, providing a safe and 
non-judgmental space for individuals to seek guidance, information, and support; 

�ea-.r, by institutionalizing the Mental Wellbeing Corner within barangays, the City 
Government of Cagayan de Oro aims to address the mental wellbeing crisis proactively, promote 
early intervention, and build a stronger, more supportive community that values mental wellbeing 
as an integral part of overall well-being; 

�6_¾, the existing Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner initiated by the Psychosocial Unit 
of C SWD gained recognition in the 2021 Galing Pook Award on Health which the City won for the 
innovation made and training conducted for the Barangay mental wellbeing programs; 

NOW, THEREFORE: 

BE IT ORDAINED by the 20th City Council (Sangguniang Pan/ungsod) of Cagayan de Oro in 
session duly assembled that: 

SECTION I. Title - This Ordinance shall be known as the "Ordinance Institutionalizing the
Cagayan de Oro Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner and for Other Purposes". 

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy - Recognizing the significance of mental wellbeing and 
the right to accessible healthcare, this ordinance aims to establish a Mental Wellbeing Corner per 
Barangay. In line with the provisions of the 1987 Philippine Constitution, particularly Article II, 
Section 15, and Article XIII, Section I I ,  it seeks to promote the well-being and protection of every 
individual's mental wellbeing, ensuring equal access to necessary services and support. 

SECTION 3. ob;ectives - The following are the objectives of this ordinance:

(I) Provide Accessible Mental Wellbeing Support in the Barangay. The primary
objective of this ordinance is to ensure accessible mental wellbeing support for
individuals within each barangay, bridging the gap between the community and
professional mental wellbeing services. The Mental Wellbeing Corner will serve as a local
resource for individuals seeking guidance, information, and assistance related to mental
wellbeing concerns.

(2) Promote Early Intervention and Prevention. By establishing a Mental Wellbeing Corner
in each barangay, the ordinance aims to promote early intervention and prevention of
mental wellbeing issues. Timely access to support and resources will enable individuals
to address mental wellbeing concerns at their early stages, minimizing the risk of
escalation and fostering overall well-being.

(3) Foster Community Empowerment and Resilience. The ordinance seeks to empower
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the community by encouraging active participation in mental wellbeing promotion and 
support. The Mental Wellbeing Corner will provide opportunities for community members 
to engage in awareness campaigns, education programs, psychological first aid, and 
support group initiatives. This objective aims to build community resilience and create a 
supportive environment for mental wellbeing within each barangay. 

(4) Ensure Confidentiality and Non�Discrimination. An important objective of this
ordinance is to ensure that the Mental Wellbeing Corner operates with the utmost respect
for privacy, confidentiality, and non-discrimination. Individuals seeking assistance will be
treated with dignity, and their personal information will be safeguarded in accordance
with applicable laws and regulations.

(5) Establish Collaboration and Referral Networks. The ordinance aims to establish
collaboration and referral networks between the Mental Wellbeing Corner and the City
mental wellbeing Services as prescribed under Ordinance No. 14297-2022, mental
wellbeing professionals, organizations, and institutions. By facilitating seamless
transitions and coordinated care, individuals seeking help can be efficiently connected to
appropriate resources, services, and treatment options. This objective promotes a holistic
approach to mental wellbeing care within the community.

SECTION 4. Establishment of the Barangay Mental Corner - A Mental Wellbeing Corner 
shall be established in every Barangay in Cagayan de Oro City. The Corner shall be strategically 
located in a central and easily accessible area found within or around the vicinity of the barangay 
hall, ensuring convenience and minimizing barriers to those seeking mental wellbeing support. 

The establishment and operation of the Mental Wellbeing Corner shall be the responsibility 
of the concerned Barangay under the direct supervision of the Cagayan de Oro Mental Health Board 
(COMHB). 

The designated location of the Mental Wellbeing Corner shall be planned and implemented 
by the concerned Barangay. 

SECTION 5. Composition of the Barangay Mental Well�Being Corner-

( I )  The Mental Wellbeing Corner in each barangay shall be staffed by Mental Health Workers 
(MHW) who may be are Barangay Health Workers, Barangay Nutrition Scholars (BNS), Day 
Care Workers (DCW), Barangay VAWC Desk Workers, volunteers or such other mental well­
being advocates in the Barangay trained in mental wellbeing and with the necessary 
qualifications and commitment to providing comprehensive mental wellbeing support in 
the Barangay. 

(2) Each Barangay may have at least one MHWs.

(3) The qualifications of the MHW will be laid down in the Implementing Rules and
Regulations of this ordinance.

(4) The Punong Barangay may appoint the MHW which shall receive a monthly honoraria of
not less than Two Thousand Pesos {P2,000.00} coming from the Barangay funds. The City
Government may provide its own counterpart which should not be less than One
Thousand Pesos (P 1,000.00} per month per MHW.

(5) The Barangay Mental Health Workers (MHW) shall be under the direct supervision of the
Barangay Mental Wellbeing Focal Person (Focal Person} to be appointed by the Punong
Barangay either from among the members of the Sangguniang Barangay who is the
Chairman on the Committee on Health in the Barangay or by a Barangay Nurse or Midwife
stationed in the Barangay Health Center.

(6) The subject Barangay shall ensure that the selection and appointment of the Barangay
Mental Health Workers (MHW) shall undergo rigorous screening processes to ensure their
competence, integrity, and suitability for the role. Whenever feasible, the Barangay may
appoint psychologists, social workers and other mental wellbeing professionals as
Barangay mental Health Workers
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(7) The MHW shall possess excellent communication and interpersonal skills, demonstrating
empathy, active listening, and cultural sensitivity when interacting with individuals seeking
assistance.

(8) In addition to the Barangay Mental Health Workers (MHW), the Barangay Mental Wellbeing
Corner may also include trained volunteers or peer support workers who have received
appropriate mental wellbeing training and supervision. The Barangay shall ensure that the
Barangay Mental Health Workers (MHW) shall receive regular supervision, support, and
opportunities for professional growth to enhance their effectiveness in providing mental
wellbeing support services.

(9) The specific roles and responsibilities of the MHW shall be defined and documented,
outlining their duties in providing information, guidance, crisis intervention, referrals, and
maintaining the confidentiality and privacy of individuals seeking assistance.

( I 0) The Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corners shall actively engage in the development and 
integration of community-based mental health care, specifically focusing on capacity 
building at the Barangay level through the mental health service development program, 
collaborating with local health workers, teachers, and diverse sectors, while promoting 
Mental Health education, trainings, and regional mental health system development in 
coordination with various stakeholders and the City Mental Health Board. 

SECTION 6. TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING -

(I ) The Barangay must equip the Barangay Mental Health Workers (MHW) with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to effectively address the mental wellbeing needs in the Barangay in 
coordination with the Cagayan de Oro City mental wellbeing Board (COMHB). Training 
programs shall be established to ensure their continuous professional development. 

(2) The training requirements for MHW shall include, but not be limited to, mental wellbeing
literacy, crisis intervention techniques, active listening skills, empathy building, cultural
sensitivity, confidentiality protocols, and effective communication strategies.

(3) The Barangay may allocate resources to provide comprehensive training programs for the
Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner which can be charged in their Annual or Supplemental
Budgets.

(4) The resources intended for the Mental Wellbeing in the Barangay may include funding for
trainers, training materials, workshops, seminars, and online learning platforms.
Partnerships shall be established with relevant government agencies, mental wellbeing
organizations, educational institutions, and professional associations to enhance the
training programs. Collaboration with mental wellbeing professionals and institutions will
ensure the incorporation of evidence-based practices and the latest developments in the
field of mental wellbeing.

(5) MHWs shall be encouraged to actively participate in capacity-building activities, such as 
workshops, conferences, and seminars, to enhance their knowledge and skills. The
Barangay shall support staff members in attending such events by providing necessary
resources and time allowances.

(6) Continuous professional development shall be emphasized to keep the MHW updated
with emerging trends, best practices, and innovations in mental wellbeing care.
Opportunities for ongoing training, supervision, and rnentorship shall be provided to
ensure their growth and competency in providing quality mental wellbeing support
services.

(7) The Barangay may establish mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness
of the training programs and capacity-building initiatives. Feedback from staff members,
service users, and stakeholders shall be solicited to identify areas of improvement and
make necessary adjustments to the training programs. Regular assessments of the MHW's
performance and competencies shall be conducted to identify individual training needs
and provide targeted support for their professional development.
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SECTION 7. Mental Wellbeing Services in the Barangay - The Barangay Mental Wellbeing 

Corner in each barangay shall provide a range of services and support to individuals seeking help, 
with the aim of promoting mental well-being, early intervention, and access to appropriate 
resources. These services shall be provided by the MHWs in a confidential, non-discriminatory, and 
culturally sensitive manner. 

The services offered by the Corner shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) Crisis Intervention - MHWs shall offer immediate assistance and support to individuals
experiencing mental wellbeing crises, such as severe distress, suicidal ideation, or
emotional instability. They shall employ appropriate techniques to de-escalate crises and
ensure the safety and well-being of the individuals involved.

(b) Information Provision - MHWs shall provide accurate and reliable information about
mental wellbeing, common mental wellbeing conditions, available treatment options, and
local support services. They shall address inquiries and concerns related to mental
wellbeing, promoting mental wellbeing literacy and informed decision-making.

(c) Referrals - MHW shall facilitate referrals to appropriate mental wellbeing professionals,
services, and organizations based on the individual's specific needs and preferences as
accredited by the Cagayan de Oro Mental Health Board (COMHB). They shall maintain a
network of trusted and qualified providers and ensure an efficient transition for individuals
seeking specialized care.

(d) Emotional Support and Active Listening - MHW shall offer empathetic listening and
emotional support to individuals sharing their mental wellbeing or mental wellbeing
concerns. They shall create a safe, nurturing and non-judgmental environment, allowing
individuals to express themselves freely and feel heard and understood.

(e) Community Education and Awareness - MHW shall engage in Barangay education
initiatives, workshops, and awareness campaigns to promote mental wellbeing,
destigmatize mental illness, and encourage help-seeking behavior. They shall collaborate
with local organizations and institutions to raise awareness about mental well-being and
the importance of early intervention.

The services provided by the Mental Wellbeing Corner shall be strictly confidential. MHW 
shall ensure the privacy and confidentiality of individuals seeking assistance, adhering to applicable 
laws and regulations regarding the protection of personal information. The Corner services shall be 
accessible to all individuals regardless of their gender, age, ethnicity, religion, socioeconomic 
status, or any other characteristic. MHW shall provide support in a non-discriminatory manner, 
promoting inclusivity, respect, and cultural sensitivity. 

SECTION 8. Roles, Duties and Functions of Mental Health Workers - In operating the 
Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner, the MHWs shall: 

(I ) Provide immediate assistance and support for individuals in mental wellbeing crises, 
including de-escalation of distressing situations. 

(2) Offer accurate and reliable information about mental wellbeing, common conditions,
treatment options, and local support services.

(3) Facilitate referrals to appropriate mental wellbeing professionals, services, and
organizations based on individual needs and preferences.

(4) Listen empathetically and provide emotional support to individuals sharing their mental
wellbeing concerns.

(5) Create a safe and non-judgmental environment for individuals to express themselves
freely.

(6) Provide immediate intervention for emergent community concerns, which involve
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(4) Partnerships with community organizations shall be initiated to promote mental wellbeing
programs within the barangay. Collaborative efforts shall include organizing educational
campaigns, workshops, and awareness events to address mental wellbeing issues specific
to the needs of the Barangay.

(5) The Barangay MHW shall actively engage with local schools, religious institutions, non­
governmental organizations, and other community-based organizations to establish a
comprehensive support network for mental wellbeing. These partnerships shall aim to
create a cohesive nurturing system of care, ensuring individuals have access to a wide range
of resources and services for their mental wellbeing.

(6) Regular meetings, workshops, and conferences shall be organized to promote knowledge
sharing, professional development, and networking opportunities for the MHW and mental
health professionals. These collaborative platforms shall enhance the exchange of ideas,
initiate interdisciplinary approaches, and improve the overall quality of mental wellbeing
care within the barangay.

SECTION I 0. Public Awareness and Outreach -

(I) The Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner shall provide services recognizing the significance of
public awareness and outreach in promoting the utilization of the Corner and destigmatizing
mental wellbeing issues within the barangay. Strategies shall be developed to raise public
awareness about the availability and purpose of the Mental Wellbeing Corner. These
strategies may include public announcements, community meetings, dissemination of
informational materials, social media campaigns, and collaborations with local media
outlets.

(2) Emphasis shall be placed on destigmatizing mental wellbeing and promoting help-seeking
behavior. Public Awareness, outreach and education initiatives shall aim to increase
understanding, empathy, and acceptance of individuals with mental wellbeing concerns,
ensuring a supportive and inclusive community environment.

(3) Community outreach programs shall be organized to reach diverse populations within the
barangay. These programs may include workshops, seminars, and interactive sessions on
mental wellbeing topics, providing information, tools, and resources for individuals,
families, and community groups.

(4) Education campaigns shall be launched to enhance mental wellbeing literacy and promote
early intervention. These campaigns shall focus on increasing awareness about common
mental wellbeing conditions, signs and symptoms, available resources, and the importance
of seeking help.

(5) Collaboration with schools, workplaces, religious institutions, and other community
organizations shall be encouraged to integrate mental wellbeing education into existing
programs and activities. This collaboration shall foster a multi-sectoral approach and
ensure the dissemination of mental wellbeing information to a wide audience by conducting
town hall meetings, assemblies, meetings, delivering presentations, engaging in panel
discussions, and providing expert advice to community members.

(6) The Barangay shall establish a communication plan to sustain public awareness and
outreach activities over time. This plan shall include regular updates on the services and
activities of the Mental Wellbeing Corner, highlighting success stories, testimonials, and
community engagement.

SECTION 11. Reporting and Evaluation -

(I) The Cagayan de Oro Mental Health Board (COMHB) shall establish a reporting mechanism
to monitor the effectiveness of the Mental Wellbeing Corner in each barangay. Monthly
regular reports shall be required to assess the Corner's performance, including the number
of individuals assisted, types of services provided, and any emerging trends or challenges,
which shall be submitted to the COMHB.

(2) The monthly reports of the MHW in operating the Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner shall
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be submitted to the COMHB with copy furnished to the City Health Office and the 
Sangguniang Barangay through its Punong Barangay. 

(3) COMHB shall formulate evaluation criteria and indicators defining and measuring the
impact of the Corner in addressing the mental wellbeing needs in the Barangay. These
criteria may include accessibility, responsiveness, client satisfaction, successful referrals
made, and improvements in mental wellbeing outcomes.

(4) The MHW shall actively participate in the reporting and evaluation processes especially in
their timely submission of their reports for the overall assessment of the Corner's
performance. Continuous monitoring and evaluation shall promote transparency,
accountability, and evidence-based decision-making in the provision of mental wellbeing
services at the barangay level. The Barangay shall ensure that reporting and evaluation
mechanisms are aligned with existing laws and regulations governing data privacy and
confidentiality to protect the rights and well-being of individuals seeking help at the Mental
Wellbeing Corner.

SECTION 12. Annual Search For The Best Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corner - There
shall be an annual gathering of all Barangay Mental Wellbeing Corners with their Barangay Mental 
Health Workers, which shall be conducted in October to coincide with the World Mental Health 
Celebration, in addition to establishing a recognition program for the "Best Barangay Mental 
Wellbeing Corner" Award, referring to a desk corner evaluated by the COMHB based on guidelines 
encompassing creativity, effectiveness, impact, community engagement, sustainability, and 
ongoing activities, while those Mental Wellbeing Corners with the most successful reintegration of 
service users into their community or families on a yearly basis shall receive incentives in the form 
of goods or financial support, with individual recognition for all members, accompanied by a 
certificate of accomplishment and report submission to the City Health Officer and City Mayor, with 
stakeholder and partner recognition during the World Mental Health Day Celebration. 

SECTION 13. Appropriation for Mental Wellbeing Corner � The Barangay may include in 
the Annual or Supplemental Budgets an appropriation for a functioning Mental Wellbeing Corner 
including the maintenance and operating expenses for the same, the conduct of trainings, seminar 
and other capacity building, and the payment for the honoraria of the Mental Health Worker. 

SECTION 14. Implementing Rules - Within 90 days after the enactment of this ordinance, 

• 1the Cagayan de Oro Mental Health Board (COMHB) and the City Social Welfare and Development 
Department shall formulate the implementing rules and regulations (IRR) of this Ordinance. The IRR 
shall provide procedures and guidelines for the establishment, operation of the Barangay Mental 
Wellbeing Corner, ensuring adherence to the objectives and principles set forth in this ordinance. 
The IRR shall be developed in consultation with relevant stakeholders and approved by the Cagayan 
de Oro mental wellbeing Board. 

SECTION 15. Repealing Clause - All provisions of local ordinances, orders, resolutions 
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed and/or modified accordingly. 

SECTION 16. Separability Clause - If for any reason any part of this ordinance shall be 
held unconstitutional or invalid, other parts hereof which are not affected thereby shall continue 
to be in full force and effect. 

SECTION 17. Effectivity - This ordinance shall take effect after fifteen ( 15) days following 
its publication in a local newspaper of general circulation and posting in conspicuous public places 
in the City of Cagayan de Oro. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

AUTHOR: 
CO-AUTHOR: 

VICE MAYOR JOCELYN B. RODRIGUEZ 
COUNCILOR MARIA LoURDES S. GMNE 

Present: I" District: - Councilor Agapito Eriberto G. Suan
- Councilor Roger G. Abaday
- Councilor lmee Rose P. Moreno

- Councilor Jay R. Pascual
- Councilor lose Pepe S. Abbu, Jr.
- Councilor Malvern A. Esparcia
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2"d District: - Councilor Yevonna Ya cine B. Emano
- Councilor Ian Mark 0. Nacaya
- Councilor Edgar S. Cabanlas 
- Councilor Suzette G. Magtajas-Daba

Ex-Officio: - Councilor Yan Lam S. Lim
- Councilor Datu Roberto P. Cabaring
- Vice Mayor Jocelyn B. Rodriguez
- Councilor George S. Coking llndisposedl

- Councilor Joyleen Mercedes L. Balaba
- Councilor James K. Judith II 
- Councilor Christian Rustico M. Achas

- Councilor Kenneth John D. Sacala

- Councilor Maria Lourdes S. Gaane llndisposedl

ENACTED this 17th day of March 2025 in the City of Cagayan de Oro. I hereby certify to the correctness of the foregoing Ordinance. 
ARTURO S. DE Attested as duly 

0 . CALIZO 
COUNCILOR 

PRES! FFICER PRO TEMPORE 

Attested: {: r -� -
ATTY. R Y HILARIO P. RAAGAS 

ITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Approved: 
R 

PUBLISHED IN MINDANAO PHILIPPINES SUNDAY JOURNAL ON 2bb WEEK OF APRIL 2025

CITY MAYOR 
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